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7 YEARS EUROPEANA 
What has been achieved?

France, Public Domain
1914, National Library of France

Agence de presse Meurisse

Concours de cycles nautiques sur le lac  
d’Enghien : Berregent piloté par Austerling



OUR MISSION: 

We want to build on Europe’s rich heritage and make it easier 
for people to use, whether for work, for learning or just for fun. 

Netherlands, CC BY-SA
Circus Museum

Anonymous
Untitled



7 years of Europeana

• 3,500 institutions share their collections online 

• +/- 45,000,000 records available  

• Adoption of CC0 for metadata 

• Standardised rich data model (EDM) 

• All records include a rights statement

What has been achieved?

Title here
CC BY-SA

Europeana and the Future
CC BY-SA



Enumerate report

Europeana and the Future
CC BY-SA



Title here
CC BY-SA

Growth of Europeana since 2012

Europeana and the Future
CC BY-SA



BUT… WE ALSO 
HAVE TO BE 
HONEST.. 

Netherlands, Public Domain
1644, Rijksmuseum
Adriaen van Utrecht
Banquet Still Life



Title here
CC BY-SA

All records without a title

Europeana and the Future
CC BY-SA



There is more data out there than 
we could possibly handle in a 
meaningful way 

France, Public Domain
1588,  Bibliothèque municipale de Lyon

Hendrik Goltzius

Le dragon dévorant les compagnons  
de Cadmus

http://www.europeana.eu/portal/search.html?qf=PROVIDER%3a%22Biblioth%C3%A8que%20municipale%20de%20Lyon%22&rows=24


WE NEED TO STOP ADDING DATA THAT 
IS NOT FIT FOR PURPOSE 

United Kingdom, CC BY
The Wellcome Library
Luigi Garzi

The birth of Adonis and  
the transformation of Myrrha



Title here
CC BY-SA

Growth of Europeana since 2012

Europeana and the Future
CC BY-SA



Title here
CC BY-SA

Growth of Europeana since 2012

Europeana and the Future
CC BY-SA

?
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Title here
CC BY-SA

Europeana and the Future
CC BY-SA



WE NEED NEW 
MEASUREMENTS FOR SUCCES 

France, Public Domain
1932, National Library of France
Agence de presse Mondial Photo-Presse. 

Tournoi royal de motos à Londres :  
changement d'une roue de side-car en marche



HOW DO WE 
COLLECT DATA? 

Netherlands, Public Domain
1660 - 1625, Rijksmuseum

Anonymous
Arrival of a Portuguese ship



You are here
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Europeana Aggregation Model 

Domain Aggregators National initiatives

Audiovisual collections

National Aggregators

Regional Aggregators
Archives

Thematic collections

Libraries

e.g. Musées 
Lausannois

e.g.  
Culture 
Grid, 

Culture.fr

e.g. The 
European 
Library

e.g. APEX

e.g. EUScreen, 
European Film 
Gateway

e.g. Judaica Europeana, 
Europeana Fashion
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We don’t need to store the data of every 
single institution 

Netherlands, Public Domain
c. 1800 - c. 1810,  Rijksmuseum

Katsushika Hokusai
Kagamitogi



We need to capitalise on the efforts of 
others, not duplicate them

Norway, CC BY-SA
1921, Oslo Museum
Ernest Rude
Ernest Marini - dancer in a costume



1. REALLY GO FOR QUALITY OVER 
QUANTITY  

2. CONTENT STRATEGY AND FOCUS  

3. DEVELOP A MORE EFFECTIVE 
INFRASTRUCTURE WITHOUT 
DUPLICATING EFFORT 

France, Public Domain
1921, National Library of France
Agence de presse Meurisse

Colombes : championnats de France d’Athlétisme : 
rivière, le speaker

http://www.europeana.eu/portal/redirect.html?shownAt=http%3A%2F%2Fgallica.bnf.fr%2Fark%3A%2F12148%2Fbtv1b90362421&provider=National+Library+of+France&id=/9200365/BibliographicResource_1000055603908


Flowers 
Anonymous
1700-1799, Rijksmuseum  
Netherlands, Public Domain

@EuropeanaEUeuropeana.eu

#AllezCulture
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